
Beyond the map’s edge, 
the foreseeable, the plotted course.

Look ahead.



Look ahead.

      To more than school— 
                                  to a life of confidence, 
       friendship, 
                                    and ever-growing curiosity.



our community of teachers and mentors helps plan 
                 her adventures, until she’s ready to embark on her own.

At Severn, 

relevant learning
connecting students through the 

classroom with the world around them

a creative and competitive spirit
meeting every challenge 

with vigor and imagination

a life fully realized
beginning on a path towards joyful growth, 

insight, and achievement that lasts a lifetime

an abiding tradition
affirming values of community, independent 

thinking, honesty, service

All the while…



Laughter, clay sculptures, singing, tumbling, toy trains—at first 
a preschool class looks a lot like “just” play. The world of learning 
opens up to our youngest through stories, patterns, letters, songs, and 
numbers, and through playful engagement they find that there is so 
much for them to discover. This first step into a new world instills the 
joyful habit of learning, the strong start that will propel her through 
life. And two grownups in the classroom means we can meet her at her 
unique level, encourage her to explore, and challenge her to reach higher. 

she begins a tradition of a lifetime of learning

His teachers know him like I know him. I think about that every 
morning when I drop him off. He’s so excited to get to school he 
can’t get the seatbelt off fast enough.  

–2nd-grade parent



Empathy, problem solving, handling difficult emotions—it’s all part 
of the curriculum at Severn Lower School. Through Heart Strings, 
Severn’s character education program, wise mentors model new ways 
for children to deal with academic and emotional challenges, to manage 
their own learning, and to help along their peers. Good character can 
be learned, and we teach it here. 

he sees models of kindness and integrity and follows the example

We don’t have best friends here. Everybody is my friend.   
                     –2nd grader



We find ourselves teaching way beyond what the average fifth 
grader learns, without that even being the goal. The goal is to have 
learning happen to the fullest in each one of my students.    

–5th-grade teacher

Stop by the Lower School, and you find second graders learning about 
entrepreneurship by raising the capital to start a business, fifth graders 
learning about the Dutch canal system by making a working model, 
kindergartners learning arithmetic by physically acting out fact 
families. Notice a common theme?

We find that serious learning happens best when it feels like fun; 
when eyes, ears, and hands can all take part in the project of learning.

she learns how abstract concepts can solve real-world problems



We often think of leadership as a group dynamic: preschoolers 
choosing activities for the whole class to participate in, third 
graders delivering student council campaign speeches, or fifth 
graders sharing their research projects with their Helping Hands 
partners in second grade. But it’s also about taking charge of 
yourself. Our students quickly realize their learning is up to them. 
If they don’t understand something, it’s their job to speak up. If 
they’re curious, they follow their curiosity. Once they take ownership 
of their knowledge, it becomes something they can share. 

he becomes a leader in his own learning

She was shy at her last school. At Severn, it’s a whole other story. 
It’s taken her two weeks here to transform into this confident person.

–4th-grade parent



she connects learning to her life and the larger world

Education that’s relevant to all areas of life and integrated in every 
subject? In the Lower School, that’s just the Severn way. 

A fourth-grade lesson in immigration starts in social studies and 
jumps to the tech lab. Students compile and visualize data in digital 
form. They use their imaginations, writing their own immigration 
narratives. And then in a culminating field trip, they witness a 
moving naturalization ceremony in the state courthouse. 

Life doesn’t fit into neat categories, so why should school? 

My favorite project is always the one we’re doing right now. 
–4th grader



he meets the master teachers who inspire mastery of their subjects

People are frequently struck by the elaborate, beautiful, and often 
sophisticated student art that gives our halls cheer and color. It’s 
purposeful. In the art room, students study both art and the history 
of it, and we hang paintings by the masters on the walls. In each 
subject and at every level, students are guided through new challenges 
by teachers who are masters of their subjects, and the art of teaching. 

The teachers, the teachers, the teachers. They are incredible. They 
mak te schis hool.

–3rd-grade parent



From the time I come in the door to the time that I leave school, 
I know that somebody is looking out for me.   
                 –5th grader

There’s a special kind of energy about the Lower School, and you 
sense it as soon as you walk through our doors. It’s in the warmth of 
a teacher’s voice as she speaks to her student, the smile offered from 
one parent to another, the hugs that happen daily in the hall. It’s the 
feeling—from the teachers, the families, the administrators, the 
students, even the littlest preschooler—that we’re in it together. 

she becomes part of the community that lifts her for life



And along the way,

he grows not just taller and stronger, 
but more capable and curious.
He begins to not just trust his teachers, 
but to trust himself.

The world ahead lies beyond our imagination. 
But the skills and timeless values your child needs 
to thrive live in the classrooms of Severn.

Today, your student finds 
the wisdom to follow 
at Severn School.

Through his years with us, 
he realizes he possesses 
the courage to lead. 

the wisdom to follow. the courage to lead.



compassionate teachers and thinkers
Our teachers are passionate about their subjects, and about 
teaching. But something equally important informs their 
work—a deep affection, care, and respect for their students 
that infuses the classroom with warmth and encouragement. 
With guides like these, Severn Lower School students have 
clear models to look to as they become self-directed learners 
and compassionate people.
 
a cherished honor code
Our Lower School students don’t need a book of standards in
order to be kind, respectful and honest—but even the youngest 
know that our honor code is at the core of what it means to be 
a part of this community. Following the values of respect and 
acceptance, they understand that as a Severn student, you do 
the right thing all the time—even when nobody is looking. 
 
an always-relevant academic program
Our goal, in every classroom and subject area, is to make 
learning relevant to student’s lives. Sometimes that means 
using technology to dig deeper into a research project, other 
times it calls for hands-on experimentation. Whatever the 

means, our goal remains to get our students to connect 
meaningfully with the world around them, and never pass up 
an opportunity to learn.

a multi-faceted electives program
Knowing what you love and diving deeply in can take a lifetime. 
At Severn, the discovery begins early, as fourth and fifth graders 
choose between advanced science, music, theater, art, or 
photography. At the end of the year they take part in all 
aspects of performing and producing a musical—including 
scenery and special effects—using the knowledge of their 
separate fields. 

trusted mentors at every turn 
Students find wise adult guidance at every corner of the Severn 
campus. Our experienced teachers, counselors, and learning 
specialists form close bonds with their students, creating a 
close-knit support network for each learner. It allows us to 
extend greater challenges to students, precisely because we 
know their interests, their motivations, and their abilities. 

 

the wisdom to follow



as a growing thinker with a confident voice
While Lower School students develop the essential critical 
thinking skills that allow them to be independent thinkers, 
they’re also working on something equally essential: the writing 
and speaking skills that let them share their thoughts with the 
world. From oral book reports to plays and graduation speeches, 
Lower School students have plenty of opportunities to try out 
their ideas in front of an audience, and gain confidence in front 
of a crowd as a result. 

as a trusted member of our school community
We rely on each other at Severn. That means keeping our word 
to each other, and showing up each morning with an attitude 
of open-mindedness, respect, and gratitude for being able to 
be part of such a special community. Severn students excel in 
the classroom, and they also excel as stalwart friends, creating 
fellowship that will see them from childhood to adulthood, 
and even beyond. 

as a digital native 
Today’s children need to be equipped with a totally new set 
of skills than the generation that preceded them. So while 
we give students a timeless educational foundation, we also 
ensure they’re fluent in the technologies that are shaping their 
world. Technology at Severn shows up not just in science class, 
but social studies too; it’s an integral part of our education. 

as an emerging mentor 
There’s a point in a Severn student’s school life where she sees 
herself, even for a moment, as a mentor instead of a mentee. 
Where, after watching expert teachers at work, she is able to 
follow the example and pass her own wisdom along to a fellow 
student. We live to see those moments in action.

from start to finish
With the integration of the Lower School into the Severn family, 
we’re able to welcome our students into an expansive yet 
close-knit community that sees them from preschool to their 
senior year. Spread over two campuses, Severn Lower, Middle, 
and Upper Schools work as a whole to ensure that your student 
is receiving the dynamic education that’s best for him, from 
day-to-day, and year-to-year.

the courage to lead

the wisdom to follow. the courage to lead.



To take the next step with Severn, 
please visit www.severnschool.com
or call our admissions office at 410-647-7700.

201 Water Street Severna Park, MD 21146






